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General Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 128 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.3in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: . . . Chapter IX. SAINT AMANT. A genoux, enfans debauchee, Chers confidants de mes
pechez. ARLY in the seventeenth century, the desire fell upon France to laugh. The country had been melancholy
for a whole generation; for, with the exception of the Satyre Menippee and a few squibs, there was nothing at
all to laugh at. Literature under Malherbe was solemn; mirth, malice, and merriment seemed well-nigh dead.
Give us, cried the Parisians, something new and amusing. We have got through all our troubles. King Louis XIII.
is, to be sure, a foolish, even a malignant creature, but there are no more sieges and no more blockades; and so
let us laugh. The demand created a supply, and though the Fronde brought fresh civil wars, it left the people, as
it found them, laughing. There were Turlupin, Scaramouche, Arlequin, on the stage, and there were Theophile
Viaud, DAssoucy, Scarron, Voiture, Boisrobert among the poets and writers. It is of this goodly society that we
have now to treat. The student of French literature, who must read them, N will find in them no reflection
whatever of the artistic efforts of Ronsard and Du Bellay: they are careless as to what Malherbe might have
thought: they write by no rules of art, but can defend themselves on attack; and they pour out their songs
regardless of any criticism but the voice of the people. It is characteristic of French literature that the best poets
have been those who...
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