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Chapter 1-Introduction members can be addressed without special data working with federal, state, and local
education collections that are intrusive and burdensome, or agency representatives and researchers to develop
without sifting through file cabinets of paper guidelines for the collection of comparable and records. However,
a student management complete data, such as those contained here and in information system is effective only
to the extent other handbooks. These and other data quality that the following three conditions are met:
activities within the U. S. Department of Education 1. Data are consistently entered into the system will help to
ensure that sound data are available for according to established definitions. effective decision-making about
education 2. Data are entered and updated on a regular programs and individual children. basis. 3.
Information relevant for ongoing decision-The adoption of the practices, terminology, making can be added to
the system as needed. definitions and formats set forth in this handbook and other NCES documents as best
practice for This handbook addresses the importance of education data collection can help educators at all
consistency in defining and maintaining student levels do their jobs more effectively. The use of data within the
education system, as well as the common terminology can make it easier for school crucial need for accurate
information in decision-leaders to share useful and meaningful information, making. The maintenance of
individual student promote the adoption of programs...
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