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Two-year institutions were somewhat more likely than less-than-2-year institutions to report at least some
industry input in skill competency development for at least one program offered ( 88 versus 78 percent, table 11
). However, this difference did not hold when equal industry input was considered ( table 13 ). Credentialing:
Skill Certificates and Industry-Related Credentials The secondary school survey asked whether occupational
programs for each occupation prepared students to earn skill certificates. Because credentialing procedures
are different at the postsecondary level, postsecondary institutions were asked whether occupational programs
prepared students to earn various credentials, including institutional-based credentials ( e. g. , associates
degrees ) and industry-related credentials ( e. g. , company certificates, industry trade certificates or diplomas
and state registrations, licenses or certificates ). Because of the focus of this report, only industry-related 11
credentials are examined here. Of the secondary schools that offered one or more occupational programs,
about half reported that at least one of their programs prepared students to earn skill certificates. About one-
third ( 31 percent ) of secondary schools reported that all their occupational programs prepared students to
earn skill certificates, 43 percent provided this type of student credentialing for at least half of the programs
offered, and 55 percent did so for at least one program ( table 15 ). Vocational schools were more likely than
comprehensive schools to offer programs that prepared students to earn skill certificates. For example, 52
percent of...
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