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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Despite having surplus water, and one of
the world s richest traditions of managing it, India s water crisis has reached critical levels. This is because of
poor management and corruption on one hand, and a complete disregard for inherited knowledge of
traditional methods of managing and maintaining water resources on the other. Indeed, the most powerful -
and a very painful - impression delivered by the book, Jalyatra, is the graphic portrayal of the deterioration of
traditional systems of water harvesting and management in the country. Jalyatra juxtaposes the current rot in
managing and governing water with the practices of yesteryear when these systems not only catered to the
material requirements of water for drinking and agriculture, but were centres of the community s social and
cultural lives. India has a vast heritage of highly evolved and diverse water management systems. Each system
is diIerent from the other as each has been shaped by local topography, climate, vegetation and other factors.
These systems are not merely technologies or techniques but have their own complex management structures
rooted in the social organizations of the community. These are both managed by and accountable to the local
population. The book takes readers from the coastal areas of Goa in the west, to the hills of Meghalaya in the
East, from Chambal and Shekhawati in Rajasthan in the west to Uttarakhand in the North, to Tamil Nadu in the
south through Bundelkhand in central India. It describes the specifics of the main traditional water systems in
these areas: How they evolved in sync with the local geo-climatic conditions, and the intricate management
institutions that developed simultaneously. It shows...
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