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illustrated. 1893 edition. Excerpt: . . . members, but these services, unlike the corresponding services of tho
University of Paris, never became parts of the national system. THE FIRST POSTAGE RATES. Thomas Withcrings,
postmaster to Charles I. , opened the royal posts to the public. The first postage rates were as follows: for a
single letter, i. e. a, letter on a single sheet of paper, 2d. for distances of 80 miles, or less. For 140 miles, or less,
4d. For any linger distance, in England, (3d. ; and to Scotland, 8d. For double letters these charges were
doubled. . . . It is oGen said that it was never intended in the establishment of the Post OHice that it should yield
a profit. This may be true of an ideal Post OHice; but it certainly is not an historical fact. Since 1650 there has
not been a year when the Government, with the full sanction of Parliament, has not used the postal service as a
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