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British committee. Whelens difficulty is that if he pledges himself to anything, his committee may throw him
over. He knows by experience that a play has to be quite extraordinarily bad to obtain unanimous support. All
our great achievements with Ibsen, Tolstoy, Tchekoff, C., have been scraped through by snatched divisions, and
majorities of one at that. An exquisite play by Tchekoff was actually hissed. You cannot conceive how inferior
we are a small circle excepted to the common play- goer. However, | will go at Whelen again and make him
understand that you do not propose to reopen the question of your choice of a pro- fession with him. G. B. S.
The fragrant blending of kindliness and humour in this postcard seemed to leave me no choice but to send
Esther Waters to my old friend with a note saying that if he could recommend the play to the Stage Society for
performance | should be...
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