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indexed. Not illustrated. 1837 Excerpt: .for a brief period, entirely dependent on the reflex power of the spinal
cord. The sound of crying it must be further remembered, is nothing but a mechanical eCect; it is, also, one of
the phenomena of respiration, a process which is unquestionably capable of being eCected without the agency
of sensation and volition; and, although it is true there are many other functions, such as voice and speech,
equally connected with the respiratory process, which are purely the eCects of volition; yet it is quite consistent
with the character of the excited movements in general, to conclude that this particular action, crying, is
excited, and not voluntary. For, as it has been proved, that the application of fire to the skin excites violent
motions when no sensation exists, it may in the same manner be concluded, that the exposure of the surface of
the new born animal to the stimulating effect of the atmosphere, and to the impressions of various surrounding
bodies, may induce that particular combination of the respiratory muscles, by which the sound of crying is
produced, without the agency of feeling. The essential object of this cry or vagitus, is not to express a painful,
but an injurious impression, and in this manner to attract the notice of the mother, whose ever watchful care is
the substitute beneficently provided by the Creator, for that total absence of self protection, so conspicuous in
those new born animals, in which the vagitus is observed....
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