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and a spare topmast bolted together. This was put over the stern, and intended to act as a steering-oar by
means of a tackle. But it would not work, the ship could not be brought up to the wind, but lay in the trough of
the sea, rolling like a helpless log upon the waters. It was taken up, and the fore part of the ship lightened of
some of its cargo to see if it would steer better. The rudder was then weighted, and put over the side again.
Either the weight was too great, or the violence of the waves broke the spar ten feet from the ship, and all their
labour was lost. Still the good ship was sound, and the brave captain was determined by Gods help to save her.
The remains of the rudder were got on board; it was spliced and strengthened, and lowered again only to be
immediately smashed by the fury of the sea. The weather continued very stormy, and as the ship lay in the
trough of the sea without the possibility of getting her head to the waves and wind, the waves broke over her,
and washed her decks continually from side to side; staving in the deck-house, where the sailors...
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