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illustrated. 1886 Excerpt: . . . of the author of the paper to oEer a substitute for the old notion that all organized
beings are planned by an Infinite Intelligence, and caused to exist by an Infinite Creative Power, --a substitution
of something that inheres in the organism for the action of God Almighty. The text of the paper shows that this
was simply begging the question, and was as uncalled for as it was unscientific. Whatever may have been the
essayists individual views regarding the existence of a personal God or a superintending or overruling
Providenco, he certainly said nothing on that occasion which warranted the assumption and assertion. The
members of the New York Odontological Society were only invited to a consideration of the evidences that were
presented as to the influences that function or use, nutrition, and heredity exert on the origin, the health, the
morphology, and the structural arrangement of organs and tissues; or, in the language of Lamarck, that the
production of a new organ in an animal body results from the supervention of a now want continuing to make
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