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much weaker, with many citizens evaluating the authorities' performance as mediocre. In analyzing the
longitudinal data presented here, the author finds that the same set of key sociodemographic attributes and
sociopolitical orientations variably influence citizens' attitudes toward the political system and their evaluations
of leaders' performance. Further, the study shows that citizens' attitudes toward the system, on the one hand,
and their evaluation of incumbents' performance on the other, have diBerent impacts on forms of political
participation, such as voting and contacting authorities.
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