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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: . .. away. Bertha pressed her forehead with her hand. The one was icy, the other hot--
she knew not which. She laughed again--she did not seem able to help laughing to-night. You silly little thing!
Yes, of course | am well, she answered gaily. Listen, theres the music--it has begun again--another valse, my
favourite one--and Im engaged for everything. Come along, Aggie; you know | can never keep my feet quiet
when | hear the tempting strains. As she spoke, she ran out into the hall, where there were knots and groups of
people all ready to welcome and do obeisance to their hostess. How pretty she is! Approving murmurs rose on
all sides as she passed, as she floated on, laughing and talking, and making her way towards the ball-room.
Lucky dog, Delachaine! said one. Awfully excitable, | should say, came an answer. Most good-looking women
are; queer creatures, mere butterflies of fashion. Especially when theyre young, etc. , etc. CHAPTER VIII. Time
passed. The housewarming party had long since dispersed. Christmas had come and gone, spent quietly at the
Court. Lord Delachaine was not fond of anniversaries, but he considered it right to keep up old traditions, and
he was therefore willing to concede a certain amount of festivity on all such occasions as were dignified or
sanctified by custom. Consequently, his agent was annually instructed to dispense seasonable charities to the
poor, and tokens of goodwill to the tenants, whilst a fair amount of roast...
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